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The woolly spider monkey, or muriqui, is one of the most threatened primate species in the world.

Because of deforestation in their natural habitatâ€•the Atlantic coastal forests of southeastern

Brazilâ€•the muriquis are confined to less than 3 percent of their original range. As of 1987, there

were only a dozen forest fragments known to support a total muriqui population of about 500. As of

1998, at least 20 forests are known to support at least 1,000 muriquis. This book traces the natural

history of the muriqui from its scientific discovery in 1806 to its current, highly endangered status.

Karen Strier provides a case study of this scientifically important primate species by balancing field

research and ecological issues. Through her accessible presentation, readers gain a broad

understanding of primate behavior and tropical conservation.
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The book tells the story of Karen Strier's 20 year long research among the muriquis, the largest

primate of the Americas, on a rain forest conservation unit in Caratinga, state of Minas Gerais,

Brazil. Karen's findings have enabled her to write a very influential article criticizing the "myth of the

typical primate". It is a solid work of primatology and yet very much readable. It contains scholarly

work without pedantry. It documents an exemplary scientific carreer dedicated to research and the

environment.

Great read on the largest primate (after humans) in the American continent. Dr. Strier is the leading



researcher on the Muriqui and does a lot of field work herself, so the book reflects her first hand

knowledge. A write up of a visit to the reserve of Muriquis mentioned in the book can be found on

my blog.
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